
Hi! I'm glad you are here. If we haven't met yet, my name is Kristie Keys and I
am your new Extension Agent - Agronomy for Castro/Hale/Lamb County.
Originally, I grew up in Merkel, Tx on a small family ranch. I have a Bachelor of
Science in Interdisciplinary Agriculture, a Master of Science in Agriculture
Education with additional hours in Plant & Soil Science, both from Texas Tech
University, and a Principal Certification from Lamar University. My husband
and I have two daughters who keep us busy showing pigs, rabbits, and
competitive gymnastics. I am excited to be back working with the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service. I have previously worked for the Extension Cotton
Agronomist, been an Ag Science Teacher, floral designer, and at the USDA-
ARS. If I can be of any assistance, please feel free to reach out. I am here to
serve all Texans and to provide educational programing that fits your needs! 

What has 6 layers, is home to a quarter of the Earth's species, produces a bed for 95% of the
food production, and stores 20% of carbon (on the wetlands)? Soil! Just in Texas alone,
there are more than 1,300 different kinds of recognized soil. It's important to take care of this
soil as we are losing 15-30% annually and from the facts listed above, it's a pretty important
natural resource. Here in the High Plains, limited soil moisture, danger from wind erosion, and
irrigation water management are the major soil-management problems all while producing
major crops like cotton, grain sorghum, and wheat. I believe in good crop production begins
with great soil management. Knowing what is in your soil and your yield goals will assist in
making educated decisions throughout the year leading to profitable and well managed
crops. For this 2023 year, I will have a deep soil sampling program for anyone who is
interested. We will quickly chat about your goals and budget for soil sampling and
determine depth of soil sampling up to 18inches. I'll then look at the soil maps and your field,
collect the samples and send them off to an accredited lab. When the results come back,
we will meet up and analyze the results. 

Focus 2023: Soil Health

Good plans and focus on details! I'm here to help you do just that. Want
to have a profitable year? Of course you do! Focusing on pre-season
decisions will allow you to maximize potential return on investments.  I'll
be looking at putting in a trial or two to help you make decisions for
upcoming years. Some of my ideas? 
Row spacing- is 80" more profitable than 40"? 
Planter settings- uniform planting is important, are you set up for it? 
Quality seed- what is cold germ and how could it help you?  
Let me know what you think! 

Focus 2023: Production Risk Management
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Got an idea, question, or
comment? 





https://castro.agrilife.org/agronomy/

https://www.facebook.com/castrohalelambagronomy/


